
VILLAGE OF BELLEVILLE
POLICE COMMITTEE

61 Frederick Street
Belleville, WI  53508

October 14, 2019

M I N U T E S

A regular meeting of the Belleville Police Committee was called to order at 5:30 p.m. on 
Monday, October 14, 2019, by Committee Chairperson Kazmar.  Committee attendance was 
noted as follows:  D. Kazmar (Chairperson), G. Salmela, and M. Ward, present.  Police Chief 
W. Eichelkraut and Sergeant M. Hultine were also present.  T. Lien served as recording 
secretary.

VISITORS WHO WOULD LIKE TO SPEAK NOW OR ON AGENDA ITEMS

There were no visitors present who asked to speak now or on agenda items.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

On a motion by G. Salmela, seconded by M. Ward, carried, the Committee VOTED to approve 
the minutes of the Regular Meeting held September 9, 2019, as printed and distributed.

POLICE CHIEF’S REPORT

Chief Eichelkraut provided the following highlights:

 The Department budget is in line at 75 percent of the year.  Insurance expenses, which the 
Chief does not control, are over budget; wages are in line.

 The building project expense is well within budget.  There are some outstanding invoices.

 The Department is considering alternatives for augmenting the blinds there were installed as
part of the building project.  The blinds prevent viewing from the outside during daylight but 
not after dark when there are lights on inside.  An inexpensive solution would be to install 
tension poles and grommet curtains.  The Committee discussed window coverings and 
CONCURRED that professional window coverings should be installed.

 The construction trailer temporarily housing the Department for the past three years is 
scheduled to be removed before October 31, 2019.  The electricity, water, and 
ramps/railings will be disconnected before then.

 The surplus 2015 squad will be towed to auction on October 15, 2019.

 Upcoming training includes DAAT (Defense and Arrest Tactics), CPR, Emergency 
Management, and Intoximeter.  A "Stuff the Squad" event was held October 13, 2019, and 
527 pounds of food was collected for the local food pantry.



Chief Eichelkraut stated the Department continues to receive requests for limited parking 
postings near Hometown Pharmacy.  Chief Eichelkraut referenced Village Ordinance 493-11 (B)
(1), which states, "The Village Board may designate certain streets or portions of streets as no 
parking or no stopping or standing zones or as zones for parking by physically handicapped 
persons and may limit the hours in which the restrictions apply" and 493-11(B)(3), which states, 
in part, "The Chief of Police is hereby granted the authority, within the reasonable exercise of 
police power, to prohibit, limit the time or otherwise restrict the stopping, standing or parking of 
vehicles…"

He suggested (1) placing a time limit on the handicapped stall on Main Street directly in front of 
the Pharmacy of, e.g., 60 minutes or 30 minutes; and (2) designating the first stall on North Vine
Street as a handicapped spot.

The Committee reviewed and discussed various options and AGREED to designate an 
additional handicapped spot in the first stall on North Vine Street and to limit the handicapped 
parking on Main Street to 20 minutes.

PD FACILITY UPDATE

Chief Eichelkraut stated a few minor adjustments are taking place.  He stated the heating unit in
the lobby has been repaired and the stove and oven work very well.

The Police Department and National Construction will host an Open House on November 18, 
2019, from 4 to 7 p.m., including a ribbon cutting ceremony.

FIRE DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATIONS

Chief Eichelkraut distributed an email dated October 4, 2019, and attached letter regarding 
Police Department Building Occupancy dated October 3, 2019, both from Deputy Fire Chief 
Kaczmarski.  Chief Eichelkraut provided background information regarding the installation of fire
detection systems and automated sprinkler systems at 61 Frederick Street, stating that the 
Deputy Fire Chief had initially required hard-wired smoke and heat detectors, pull stations, and 
water suppression and the building inspector, contractor, and Village attorney all agreed that 
they were not required by code.

The Committee reviewed and discussed the Deputy Fire Chief's recommendations for fire 
detection systems and automated sprinkler systems.  It was the CONSENSUS of the 
Committee that automated sprinkler systems are not necessary.  Chief Eichelkraut stated he 
has received one quote to date for a fire detection system, which was approximately $29,000.

On a motion by G. Salmela, seconded by D. Kazmar, carried, the Committee

VOTED to recommend to the Village Board that a fire detection system be installed at the Police
Department, 61 Frederick Street, costs not to exceed $35,000, funds to be allotted from the 
construction budget.

Chief Eichelkraut stated he will request additional quotes.



DEPARTMENT STAFFING

Chief Eichelkraut stated that, after initial meetings and preliminary background checking, he 
does not intend to pursue the Police Officer candidate mentioned at the September 2019 
Committee meeting.  He intends to resume the search for a replacement officer.  He stated that 
Officer Hunter Krohn is progressing successfully in the Academy and Officer Jim Mankowski 
has been filling in the schedule.

BODY WORN CAMERA POLICY

Chief Eichelkraut reported that he expects to present a Body Worn Camera Policy to the 
Committee soon.  He has located a company that charges a $19 flat fee plus per-minute costs 
for redaction.  He stated that retention is still a question.

DATE OF NEXT REGULAR MEETING

The next regular meeting of the Police Committee was scheduled for Monday, November 11, 
2019, beginning at 5:30 p.m. at 61 Frederick Street, Belleville, Wisconsin.

ADJOURN TO CLOSED SESSION

On a motion by D. Kazmar, seconded by M. Ward, the Committee adjourned to closed session 
at 6:28 p.m. per Wisconsin Statute 19.85(1)(c) considering employment, compensation or 
performance evaluation data of any public employee over which the governmental body has 
jurisdiction or exercises responsibility

[M. Hultine and T. Lien left the meeting at this point.]

During closed session, the Committee discussed salaries and wages for Police Department 
staff.  Chairperson Kazmar reported later that the Committee made a unanimous decision to 
move forward with a wage increase for Chief Eichelkraut to the Finance Committee.

FINAL ADJOURNMENT

On a motion by M. Ward, seconded by D. Kazmar, the Regular Meeting of the Police Committee
was adjourned.

Debra Kazmar
Police Committee Chairperson


